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MEMORANDUM 

TO : The Ambassador 
FROM; Special Assistant 

Transmitted herewith a memorandum containing information 
relative to the present crisis involving the Unified Front and 
the Vietnamese Government. 
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Spec iayAssist ant 



Attachment : 

Memo of Conversation 
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FROM 


> •, 




25 . March 1955 


o o o e o i 


SUBJECT* Mwiorandoa of Conversation ' • * 


w w e • » • #' • • * 4 • •' • • 


2k Ka£h f °S?l’ ,p 0n “» »*« =P=ech of 

”*"• oi tMs^ s *"* on 25 ifarch - ■» 

Mm to'bSf £?: wTtftt? SiS’L^ff 81 Tr “ *« sUl requesting 
at 1800 on 25 March 1955 ' * ’ • ^ M£ed F*ont to a meeting with the President 

*T ^ ' femes' fay v£fref£?Jh 

opportunity to meet with the President, the Presi Snf^'^.v !f^ efus ® L t ? e 

fluenceon Cao Dai Generals TriLnh Mijoh The and Neuron ThnnA 

draw from the Unified Front tm . ;S 5 m L fr to with- 

about a week ago, • VOuM ® et teck the ?ront to where it was 

!" °™ ral *■“ Ngujra tee sent an emtseeiyl;:";:: :::;:: to 


e^laiu that Hguy« f soletha Vil^o" ; ""V 

.? Ts^Jr 0 ^ «— tE"STi££r w 


do 


very near fu- 


c. 


!•»•••••*••••••••••••••••• 


| 




the numerous flag* now used by the sect ^S^SJnL? 1 ® £J* g ** place of 
Front leaders plan to call nublieiv r n v **»”* _f°^- ow th£ this gesture, the 
do not bring about & £i£?J£^ If *"• gestures 

“£ «9?59t aSS&JtrS Sfsars £jg- 

blocks on" onin a'nteHii ‘into lnclljde *0 institution o* toad ** 

the metropolitan area "^idents" in 

sect eonf.Tvti . * y guorri+Afl activity in the provinces under 
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2. The status of the Government’s plans is as follows* 

< 

✓ 

a. The Government now counts three "sure" battalions ir. the Saigon/Cholcn 
area and an additional three on the outskirts* 

b. Low level propaganda activity, i.e., the distribution of panphlets, has 
begun in the working class areas of the city, 

c* The President is prepared to offer the Front leaders at the 25 March meet- 
ing the integration of their troops on the same basis as all other National 
Anny troops, and their demobilisation on the same basis with the same tormina- 
tion benefits. The ease of Ba Cut, however, is a special one due to his past 
record of rallying and defecting* 4 




3* * I ‘I.’ * plans are now firm for the Government to take con- 

trol of the police and surete. The date for this action is not yet firm but it 

probably will take place in the next few days. The plan is as follows* 

« ' 

9 . 

a. The President will issue a decree transferring competence over the pre- 
fectural police of Saigon/Cholon from the National Police and Surete Director 
Lai Van Sang to the prefect of Saigon/Cholon, Tran Van Huong, 

' b * Th ® President will then issue an order stipulating that the Binh Xuyen 
. "corps d’assaufc" are no longer needed for the protection of the Saigon/Cholon 
area, hence no longer have any legal responsibility in that area and should 
be^ removed to the Binh Xuyen Headquarters at Pont T. ff .T.’ : : .* : : : : : : : ; ; ; ; ; 

action can be taken only because sufficient National Army ‘troo'ps 'are'available 
to ensure the security of the Saigon/Cholon -area* 

» 4 -v.k* Vi ‘ ■ - • * 1* * : • • the Government’s plans for the action to take control 

ar ® L--- • "ILllllilJ the action contemplated 

would strap the Binh luyuu chief of the surete of most of his power provided that 

the Binh Xuyen does not find out about the Government's plan in advance, which 

would enable Lai Va n Sang to place his_pwn_men_inkey positions ip the prefectural 

-yjj ‘ : : : :the prefectural police are 

o? T r? u Sta J fed adherents, p;; — — : ; — p the resignation 

of Lai Van Sang would be relatively easy to secure following the actions described 
in the above paragraph* 
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